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At Christmas and Always

When shepherds and angels, ceramic or plagter,
are cozy intissue and boxes once more;

When along string of lights, in various hues,
comes down from atree and is ready to store;

It'stime to write thank-yous to grandmas and aunts,
via paper and pen, or computer and screen.

It'stime to acknowledge the kindnesses shown

by loved ones yet close by, or those rarely seen.

Remember to offer the thanks that is due

to God for His great gift, aresident Savior.

this babe sent from heaven, hoth human and holy,
through His life and His death would all earthlings favor.

How better to demongtrate thanksto the Lord,

than choosing to model Christ's lifestyle of peace.

at Christmas, and always, to emulate caring,

in grateful responseto God's grace and release!
Shelley Hundling

Christmas Day

Listen, my children, to what | say:

How a baby was born, on this glorious day.

God truly loves us, he was willing to give

Thelife of hisson, so eternally welive.

Bornin amanger, in afar away land,

This man named Jesus, the son of man,

By graceheisgiven, thisexpression of love,

to one and to all, from heaven above.

All glory to God, for showing the way:

the gift of asavior, on this Christmas Day.
— Robert L. Johnson 11

Need Wisdom?

If you need wisdom, take these three steps:
go to your kn ees, go to the Word, and go to
the wise. God will grant your request.

— Bonnie Ricks
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on that, but do we ever stop to consider what that means? Well, for him to be
everywherein just our galaxy he either hasto be pretty big or pretty fast ,consider-
ing the galaxy is 58,800,000,000,000,000,000 miles across. If we were to walk 50 miles
per day it would take 3,221,917,808,000,000,000,000,000 years to walk from one side to
the other. Me bein’ lazy by nature, I'm bettin’ God's pretty big, meanin’ less travel time!
The point I’'mtryin’ to makeisthat if God is so big and all powerful (which we should
all bein agreement with) look what he gave up to cometo earth to save us. Look at how he
came. Out of all the choices he had available to him he chose the most non-threatening: a
baby wrapped in cloth in a manger.
At this point | ask, does anyone feel threatened by a baby? Me neither, and I’ m pretty

surethat’swhy he cameto usasachild, sowe' d em- v
Ohe Small Child

brace him and be eager to be near him, without fear,

Okay, it'sagiven: God is everywhere al the time. Everyone can pretty much agree

and that’stheway it should be. He could have been a

forceful, intimidating God, but then, would you fol- :
low him out of fear, or out of love? At thetime of his
birth he was the meekest of the meek, the most inno-
cent of all, alamb without blemish. Yet, at that point
intime, God, theall powerful, was at hisweakest and
he(God) needed help from his human creation.

Look at al he gave up and for what — to savethe
likes of you and me. That in itself is an enormous
sacrifice — not to mention what happened after that. So, as we begin this holiday season
let’s stay focused on why we celebrate, because you have aGod, a L ord of lords aKing of
kings, who willingly and lovingly gave up al he had to save you. May your holidays be
filled with joy unsurpassed, and in al you do, remember the reason for the season. God
blessyou all.

L

— Glenn Wooten

PCoA and CoDR
Joint Effort Fund Raiser

he Church of the Damascus Road and the board of Prison Congregations of America

will join forces on January 26, 2002, to raise funds for both organizations. The vo

cal/instrumental quartet, Higher Power, will perform at a concert at 6:30pm in St.
Olaf Lutheran Church, 239 North 11th Street, Fort Dodge, lowa. The quartet mixes excel-
lent Christian music (many arranged and/or written by one of the members of the quartet)
with messages about living in faith in God. Former members of the Church of the Dam-
ascus Road will be present and will beinvited to speak at varioustimes during the concert.
A freewill offering will be received. Refreshments will be served after the concert.
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My Lifewith God

hinking back ontheway I’ velived my
life, I haven't alwaysknown God. And

I know that there are alot of people

just like me. It'staken me alongtimeand a
lot of heartacheto eventry togivemy lifeto
God. | dwaysfelt like God didn’t love me,
because if he did, my life would not be so
missed up. What | never realized was all
thosetimeswhere | amost died and didn't,
God wasalready there carrying me. It'shard
for us to see that, because maybe we don’t
want to. I’ m not saying that | didn’t want to;
what I'm saying is that | was blinded,
blinded by something that is nothing but
evil.. The devil needsus, helives off usjust
like a spider lives off blood. He keeps us
with our hands in the pot. My mom once
toldmetolet goandlet God. That little state-
ment is so true. If we could only let go and
let God, our lives would be so much easier.
Titus Banta

The Meaning of Christmas

Listen, my children, it won't be long;
Listen my children, singing their songs.
carolers coming, singing their songs.
Santa'll be there, with asleigh full of toys.
visiting all of the good girls and boys
Filling your socks, with good thingsto eat,
apples and oranges many things sweet,
It ison this day, my little ones,
Jesus was born, God's only son.
Giveall praiseto Jesus, for He isthe way.
the gift of salvation, on Christmas day.

— Robert L. Johnson |1

Stand Up Joe

Who can you turn to when something

needs done?

Willing to serve, Joeisthe one

Seeking no reward, more then willing to

please

Thefirst one to stand up or bow down on

his knees

Always agood friend, ajoy to know.

You can always count on Stand up Joe.
Robert L. Johnson |1

: “The big bang theorp?
{ Pou’be got to be kidding!” |
-God |
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Walkers r_égi stered for the CROP Walk.
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‘Men of other faiths participated.

O

They're off, to “ Walk because they walk.”

i
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Thiswas Pastor Lang’s view, mostly.

September 11, 2001
Remember the Victims

For the victims of the World Trade Center
and, most of all, their families:

If only tears could build a stairway,
and memories were alane,
| would walk right up to heaven
to bring you home again.
No farewell words were spoken,
no timeto say goodbye.

You were gone before we knew it,
and only God knows why.
Our hearts till ache in sadness
and secret tears till flow.
What it meansto lose you
no one will ever know.

— Tony Payne

Why?

methingsare never easy, harder than

hey seem, open your eyes, tell me

hat you see. A world without an-

swers, yet we try to know the will of God,
which direction we shall go?

Worldly disasters, we cannot understand
why so many people al had to die. Tearsin
our eyes, pain on our face, to express our
emotionsis not adisgrace.

Sometimes we may ask, can this be
Gods' will that the blood of theinnocent had
to be spilled? Pain and frustration on that
terrible day, we al drop to our knees and
humbly pray. Seeking comfort that can only
come from you, help us forgive as you al-
ways do.

With open arms welcome them, we all
send our love, for someday we all will join
them there in heaven above.

Raobert L. Johnson |1
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y name is Zach Barnett and | am

currently incarcerated in the Fort

Dodge Correctional Facility in
lowa. | am 20 years old and have a 10 year
sentence for 2nd degree arson, 2nd degree
burglary. Right now I'min anintensivetreat-
ment program.

The Lord has been tugging at my heart
to get out and preach his good word. | was
recently in Brothersin Blue, a Christian get
together for 4 days, my eyes opened wider
than before, and here | am writing this.

The Christian lifeis not easy. It's full-of
turns, ups and downs and bumps..\We will
always have problems, but God will get us
through them. During timesof troubleit will
either bring you closer to God or pull you
away. My lifeain't perfect and neither isany
one else’s. God picked me up when | was
down and showed me the way.

Salvation is deliverance from guilt and
the power of sin. Acts 4:12 says, “salvation
isfound in no one else,” meaning God can
give you deliverance from the power of sin.
2 Cor. 7:10 says, “worldly sorrow brings
death.” Thistalks about worrying about the
things that are wrong in thisworld.

Believing in something isto accept it as
true, to trust and have faith. The Bible says
in Mark 1:15, “Repent and believe in the
good news. Confess your sins and believe
God istrue.” The Lord said in John 20:27,
“Stop doubting and believe.”

Faith is belief and trust in God even
though you can’t see him. Romans 3:21-31
tellsabout righteousnessthrough faith. Verse
23, “for al have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.” “Weliveby faith, not sight,”

AreYou Ready?

“Tomorrow is promised to no one.”

2 Corinthians5:7. Remember, faith is belief
in something you can't see. \We need to quit
going through lifeby sight becausetheworld
is a bad temptation: With faith anything is
possible through.Christ.. Ephesians 2:8-9:
“Foritisby gracethat we are saved through
faith,.not by good works, so that.no.one can
boast.” Graceisanundeserved favor.or gift,
the undeserved, forgiveness, kindness and
mercy that God gives us.

Confession is saying what you believe,
and also telling your sinsto others. Romans
10:9 Says that, “if you confess with your
mouth JesusisL ord and believeinyour heart
that-God raised him from'the dead, you will
be saved.” 1 John-1:9-12 states that if you
areaChristianbut yet youhateyour brother
(anyone around.you, people you know or
don't) youare still'in darkness.

Being born again does not mean going
back into your mother’s womb, it is enter-
ing God's family through faith in Christ. In
John 3, Jesusistalking.to:Nicodemus about
being born again. Verse 3 Jesus said “ no one
can seethe kingdom of Godunlessheisborn
again.”| Nicodemus asks “ How can a man
be born again when he is old?’ Jesus an-
swers “I tell you the truth, no one can see
the kingdom of Godiunless he is born of
water and the spirit. Flesh givesbirth to flesh,
but the Spirit gives birth to Spirit.” Read fur-
ther in John 3.

Forgivenessisto pardon or excuse, to no
longer blame or be angry. with someone who
has done you wrong. Matthew 6:14 is talk-
ing about if youforgive someone when they
sin against youso will the heavenly Father
forgive you..Verse 15 goes.on to say if you

do not forgive men their sins, your Father
will not forgive your sins. Colossians 3:13
says get along with each other and forgive
whatever grievances you have with one an-
other, Forgive like the L ord forgives you.

Afterreading this, did it open up your
heart and eyes? Areyou willing to give your
lifeupto the Lord? If so say this prayer:

“Lord Jesus, | know | have sinned and
am apart'from you. | want to be closer to
you and have a fresh start. Lord please for-
give my sins. Comeinto my heart and show
metheway you want meto live. Thank you,
Lord. Amen”

Now if you have recited this prayer the
Lord iswith you. Find other Christians and
ask them to help you read and understand
the Bible.

Thank you for reading this, | hope it
helped out. Shareit with afriend or anyone
you don’t know. All scripture from NIV
Bible. God hless all of you.

John 3:16: “For God so loved the world
that he gave hisonly begotten son, that who-
soever believeth in him shall not perish but
have everlasting life.

Adversity (trouble) is:

- God'sway of getting our attention.

- God's way of conquering our pride

- God'sway of motivating usto seek him

- God'sway of purifying our faith

- God's way of increasing our hatred for sin.

- God'sway of making you evaluate your pri-
orities

- God's way of sifting our friendships out

- God'sway of preparing you to comfort oth-
ers

- God'sway of revealing to us our weaknesses

This Day’s Thought

od not only calls but empowers—al
though the power may come only as
werespond. Conversely, if wedon't
respond to God'scall, we may cut ourselves
off from the Lord's strength and becomein-
creasingly blind and deaf to God’'s

promptings.
— Unknown

Dear Editor—

Thanks

ur sincere thank you from the
Stratford (lowa) Women of the
ELCA for the opportunity to wor-
ship with our brothers and sisters in Christ
on Wednesday, September 19, 2001. We
were all very impressed with the wonderful
service, baptisms and communion, as well
asthe opportunity to visit with theinmates!
It wastruly aninspiration for all of us—and
hopefully we will be back again to worship
with you. God bless.
— Jean Bjustrom

/ /Lm/ /
To the
Editor

Dear Editor—

Thanks

T hank you so much for sending the

newsdletters. | will read them and pass

them on! Every avenue to spread the
gospel isahelp.

— Eleanor Evans

Dear Editor —
ehavereceived your newd etter for
several monthsand we alwaysen-
joy its contents.

But in the last issue one article stands
out highly, “ScriptureisLife’ was so mean-
ingful and it spoke of Barry Chubick’sstrong
faith in God.

Asl’'manew believer histips on memo-
rizing scripture were helpful. He speaks a
powerful testimony to all of us. He should
evangelize more as he has a special gift.

I’m sorry about his heavy sentence, but
now he can use his God-given talent and
preach the good news of God to other pris-
oners who are struggling.

| found much comfort in reading the
Bible when our daughter was sent to prison.
Simultaneoudly, | had three big surgeriesto
recover from during that time, too. | had to
sit in my recliner for 2-1/2 yrs, but | could
read the Bible. That got me through many
days.

In Jesus’ love, areader
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NCCF CROP Walk
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The walker s took off in a bunch!
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Anoth u was close behind.

Pastor Lang’s view of the walk.

|f WE gt tired fromwalking, imagine what
it's like for hungry people to walk.
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Artist’s Corner

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Pleasel

e send our newsl etter primarily to
congregations. It's printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsl et-
ter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
Anyonewishing to be on our mailing list
may send name, address, and phone num-
bers to The Church of the Damascus Road,
PO Box 834, Fort Dodge, 1A 50501-0834,
or by e-mail at: DamascusCh@aol.com. The
Flash will be sent directly to your home.
-- Pastor Carroll Lang

Worship & Bible Study

FDCF Fort Dodge
7:00pm Wednesdays ..... Holy Communion

7:00pm Fridays.....cccccooevereenene Bible Study
NCCF Rockwell City
6:30pm Tuesdays.........ccoevuenee. Bible Study

6:30pm Thursdays ........ Holy Communion

All Readers: Send Contributions

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opin-
ions for the newsletter. So don't be bashful.



